SOLUTION BRIEF

Navigating Budget Cuts: How Higher
Education Can Do More with Less

Discover how Stratodesk NoTouch OS
helps colleges and universities
extend hardware life, simplify OS
migrations, enhance security, and
streamline IT management—
delivering more value with fewer
resources.

Budget constraints are putting
immense pressure on higher education
institutions, making it increasingly
difficult to maintain secure, up-to-date
IT infrastructure. With limited
resources, universities and colleges
struggle to upgrade aging hardware,
manage software transitions, and
maintain a secure digital environment

—all while keeping IT operations
running smoothly.

Fortunately, Stratodesk NoTouch OS
offers a game-changing solution. By
maximizing the value of existing
hardware, streamlining Windows
migrations, enhancing security, and
simplifying IT management, NoTouch
OS helps institutions maximize
efficiency while cutting costs.

Keep reading to discover how your
higher education institution can
overcome budget challenges without
sacrificing performance or security.
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5 Ways to Maximize IT Efficiency on a Budget

One of the most immediate impacts of budget cuts is the
inability to replace aging hardware. With reduced budgets,
universities often rely on outdated desktops, laptops, and thin
clients. Stratodesk NoTouch OS can breathe new life into older
systems, enabling them to function as modern, secure
endpoints without the need for costly hardware upgrades.

NoTouch OS is designed to work efficiently on a wide variety of
devices, including aging desktops, laptops, and thin clients. By
repurposing existing hardware, schools can avoid the expense of
purchasing new machines, which can be a significant financial
burden, especially for large campuses. This allows institutions to
maximize the lifespan of their devices and reduce overall capital
expenditure on IT equipment.

As Microsoft transitions from Windows 10 to Windows 11, many
higher education institutions face the challenge of upgrading
their systems to remain compatible with the latest software and
security standards. The migration process can be
time-consuming, costly, and disruptive to faculty and students.
Stratodesk NoTouch OS can help streamline this transition by
offering a flexible, scalable solution that integrates seamlessly
with Windows 10 and 11 environments.

With NoTouch OS, institutions can deploy virtual desktops,
running either Windows 10 or Windows 11, on existing hardware,
thus reducing the need for extensive device replacements.
Additionally, NoTouch OS simplifies the management of these
devices, ensuring that users have access to the latest operating
systems while keeping costs low and avoiding interruptions to
daily operations. The ability to centrally manage OS migrations
through NoTouch OS also reduces the complexity of the
transition, saving the IT department’s time and preventing any
disruption to faculty and students.
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3. 5 Ways to Maximize IT Efficiency on a Budget

Security is a major concern for any educational institution, particularly
with the increasing threats of cyber-attacks and data breaches. Budget
cuts often make it harder to allocate resources for robust cybersecurity
measures, but NoTouch OS provides a powerful solution to enhance
endpoint security without additional costs.

NoTouch OS allows universities to deploy secure, read-only endpoints
that are immune to malware and ransomware attacks. By leveraging a
thin-client architecture, NoTouch OS minimizes the attack surface by
reducing the amount of software running on each device and
preventing local downloads. This approach helps prevent unauthorized
access and ensures that sensitive student, faculty, and research data
remains protected.

Furthermore, NoTouch OS includes built-in features like secure access
to virtual desktops, encrypted communication channels, and the ability
to centrally manage security policies across the network. This level of
security is essential for protecting valuable data, especially when
resources for specialized security tools are limited.

One of the most significant challenges that budget cuts present is the
need to do more with fewer IT resources. The pressure on IT staff to
maintain, troubleshoot, and update hardware and software systems
increases dramatically when budgets are tight. Stratodesk NoTouch OS
simplifies IT management by offering a unified platform for managing
thousands of endpoints from a single location.

With NoTouch Center, IT administrators can remotely monitor,
configure, and update devices across the entire campus without
needing to physically interact with each endpoint. This centralized
management approach reduces the workload on IT staff, enabling
them to focus on more strategic tasks rather than routine
maintenance. Additionally, NoTouch OS is designed for easy integration
with virtual desktop infrastructure (VDI) systems, which streamlines
the deployment and maintenance of virtual desktops, further reducing
the complexity of IT management.
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4. 5 Ways to Maximize IT Efficiency on a Budget

In a typical IT environment, troubleshooting issues, providing
support for users, and addressing system failures can consume
a significant amount of time. When budgets are cut, IT
departments are often forced to operate with fewer staff,
making it even more difficult to meet the support demands of
students and faculty. NoTouch OS can help save valuable time
and resources by simplifying device management and
reducing the number of issues that require intervention.

With NoTouch OS's cloud-based management, IT staff can
quickly push out updates, patches, and configurations to all
devices in the network, eliminating the need for on-site visits or
manual updates. If a device needs to be reconfigured, the IT
administrator can quickly identify that specific device and dive
into its settings to make changes. The platform’s simple
interface also reduces the number of helpdesk tickets related to
device setup, troubleshooting, and performance issues. In
addition, NoTouch OS's ability to run lightweight, secure virtual
desktops means that users are less likely to encounter
performance problems or software-related issues, further
reducing the need for hands-on support.
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Additional Advantages of
NoTouch OS

In addition to the benefits outlined above, Stratodesk NoTouch OS offers
several other advantages that can help higher education institutions
cope with budget constraints:

« Cost Savings: By extending the life of existing hardware and reducing
the need for new equipment, NoTouch OS helps institutions cut down
on upfront costs. Additionally, its centralized management system
reduces the need for extensive IT staff, providing ongoing savings in
operational costs.

« Simplified User Experience: NoTouch OS provides a streamlined,
easy-to-use interface for both IT administrators and end users. Faculty
and students can quickly access the applications and resources they
need without dealing with complex system configurations.

« Scalability: Whether an institution is small or large, NoTouch OS scales
effortlessly to accommodate any number of devices. It can grow with
the institution, enabling easy deployment of new devices or virtual
desktops as needed.

« Sustainability: By reusing existing hardware and reducing energy
consumption through efficient software, NoTouch OS supports
sustainable practices, which is increasingly important in today’s
environmentally conscious world.

5. 5 Ways to Maximize IT Efficiency on a Budget
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Conclusion

Budget cuts in higher education don't have to mean

Next Steps

sacrificing the quality of IT infrastructure or putting

security and efficiency at risk.

Experience the power of
) ) Stratodesk NoTouch with a
Stratodesk NoTouch OS offers a comprehensive solution free trial today or schedule a

personalized demo led by our

that can help colleges and universities tackle many of —

the challenges posed by financial constraints. From
revitalizing old hardware and simplifying OS migrations
to enhancing endpoint security and streamlining IT
management, NoTouch OS empowers educational
institutions to do more with less while maintaining a Start your free trial
high standard of service. of Stratodesk

NoTouch.

With Stratodesk NoTouch OS, institutions can continue .
Schedule a live

to provide a robust and secure technology environment, demo.

ensuring that students, faculty, and staff have the tools

they need to succeed.
www.stratodesk.com

6. 5 Ways to Maximize IT Efficiency on a Budget
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